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The

s much as the usual luxury
holiday spots have their appeal,
sometimes you want a complete

change of scene and an escape to

your own private paradise. Surrounded
by otherworldly natural beauty, in a
location so remote it is only accessible
by helicopter, you can decompress and
recharge in blissful solitude. Below

we reveal the world’s most exclusive
boltholes you'll reach through the skies -
each offering a unique and awe-inspiring
experience. Whether you want to be
spellbound by the Northern Lights or
dive on the Great Barrier Reef, you'll be
whisked away to these dream destinations
in double-quick time.

Ext

Flight

041



A Aurora Lodge, Lyngen Alps, Norway

/ VICTOR MAGAZINE

North of the Arctic Circle, in Norway's Lyngen Alps, you'll find one of the best vantage points for what
is surely nature’'s most breathtaking spectacle - the Northern Lights. A fjord-facing luxury lodge with
floor-to-ceiling windows is perfectly positioned for optimal viewing of the swirling ribbons of green,
pink and purple dancing across the night sky. Designed by architect Snorre Stinessen, the Scandi-
chic retreat sleeps 12 guests across six suites and comes fully staffed with a private chef and celestial
specialist on hand to ensure you don’'t miss out on the magic. Your stay will be complemented by a
programme of seasonal experiences ranging from kayaking with orcas to off-piste skiing. The best
time to see the aurora here is between November and April, while the whales are usually spotted in

January and February. The property is bookable exclusively through Black Tomato.

e 25-60 minutes by helicopter from Tromsg

blacktomato.com/destinations/norway/aurora-lodge

< Sheldon Chalet, Alaska, USA

Perched on the rocky flanks of North America’s
highest mountain, Denali, at an altitude of
6,000ft, sits one of the most remote hotels in the
world. The hexagonal Sheldon Chalet overlooks
the majestic Ruth Glacier in the Don Sheldon
Amphitheater and offers panoramic views of the
Alaska Range, as well as exceptional stargazing
and aurora viewing (September to April). Getting
here means a helicopter journey on the longer
side, but one that rewards you with sweeping
views of Denali National Park and its snow-
covered peaks. Owned and managed by the
Sheldon family, the cosy five-bedroom chalet
accommodates up to 10 guests on an exclusive-
use basis. Each stay is carefully curated for both
exploration and relaxation, including activities
such as celestial photography, sledding, glacier
trekking, mountaineering and heli-skiing.

The chef will whip up anything you like, using
locally sourced delicacies such as king crab,
salmon, halibut and Alaskan oysters.

¢ 75 minutes by helicopter from Anchorage

sheldonchalet.com
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- Miavana, Madagascar

A private island off the northeastern coast
of Madagascar is home to one of the
Indian Ocean’s most exclusive resorts,
Miavana by Time + Tide. The former

pirate hideout is a lush oasis in countless
shades of green and teeming with wildlife.
Thirteen butler-serviced ocean-front villas
are the epitome of barefoot luxury and
can be booked on an exclusive-use basis,
one of the reasons A-listers including
Tom Cruise and Leonardo DiCaprio

have holidayed here. Another highlight

is the cuisine, a celebration of local
flavours ranging from mangrove crab

and yellowfin tuna to Madagascan Rova
caviar and zebu-milk buffalo mozzarella.
Beach-lounging and spa-pampering
aside, guests can snorkel and dive on the
marine-protected house reef, spotting sea
turtles, manta rays and spinner dolphins,
or enjoy helicopter excursions, kite
boarding and lemur trekking. The island is
a year-round destination, ideal for adding
on to a safari trip in mainland Africa.

¢ 30 minutes by helicopter from
Diego Suarez
e 60 minutes by helicopter from Nosy Be

miavana.com
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< Rio Palena Lodge, Patagonia, Chile

Setin a pristine valley on the banks of the glacier-fed
Palena River in the Chilean Lake District, a former
fly-fishing lodge turned luxury retreat is an ideal
basecamp for Andean adventures. With no neighbours
for miles in any direction, the 13-acre property
enjoys complete privacy. It spans seven suites with
ensuite bathrooms and king-size beds, sleeping up
to 14 guests, and comes fully staffed. Your bespoke
activity programme can include anything from heli-
skiing (September to October), kayaking, fly fishing,
whitewater rafting, biking or hiking on a glacier or
dormant volcano, all with expert guides. Afterwards,
relax in the wood-fired sauna and hot tubs and enjoy
a traditional asado paired with the finest Chilean
wines. While the property is technically accessible

by car, driving distances in remote Patagonia are
huge. Far more comfortable is flying by private plane
from Santiago or Puerto Montt to Palena airfield, or
catching a helicopter from Chaitén.

e 45 minutes by helicopter from Chaitén

elevenexperience.com/lodge-destinations/chile/
eleven-rio-palena-lodge




- Pelorus Private Island, Queensland,
Australia

Pelorus Private Island, Queensland, Australia

The Great Barrier Reef’s first private island residence,
surrounded by one of the seven natural wonders of

the world, is a real bucket-list stay. Located on the
northernmost cluster of the Palm Island group, arrival

is by helicopter or private yacht from Townsville. You'll
luxuriate in complete seclusion in the palm-fringed,
five-suite beach bungalow [sleeps 11] that blends into the
nearly 1,000 acres of wilderness. Australian financier and
tech investor Chris Morris bought the island in 2017 and
turned it into a hideaway for one-percenters. His vision
was a property that operates like a superyacht, with a
head chef and house manager tending to guests” every
need. A toybox is laid out each afternoon equipped with
everything from water bikes to jet skis and Seabobs, but
you'll be forgiven for wanting to simply snorkel up and
down the house reef, marvelling at the colourful corals
and hundreds of fish species that call it home.

¢ 30 minutes by helicopter from Townsville

pelorusprivateisland.au
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1 Banwa Private Island, Palawan, Philippines

Located in the Sulu Sea, just east of Palawan and in the heart
of a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, Banwa Private Island offers
a complete respite from everyday stresses. Six beachfront
villas - each with a private infinity pool - and additional suites
are available for exclusive use and can accommodate up

to a total of 40 guests. Sport fans can enjoy a game of golf,
pickleball or tennis, as well as a whole raft of water activities,
while wellness seekers can relax in the spa. A dedicated kids’
team is on hand to ensure children are kept entertained.
Conservation is a big focus - guests can learn all about
efforts to preserve the island’s fragile ecosystem including
endangered species such as the hawksbill turtle and dugong
(sea cow). Perfect for wedding parties or multi-generational
family holidays, this marine-protected sanctuary will
undoubtedly provide a memorable stay.

e 2 hours 15 minutes by helicopter from Manila

banwaprivateisland.com




